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A LANGUAGE LADDER FOR AN EDUCATION ROADBLOCK 
The dreams of many Indian students seeking to pursue  

professional courses in their mother tongue can be realised 
 Every great change starts with a revolutionary step. The recent decision of 14 engineering colleges across 

eight States to offer courses in regional languages in select branches from the new academic year marks a historic 

moment in the academic landscape of the country on which rests the future of succeeding generations. 

Showing the way 

 On a parallel note, the decision of the All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE), to permit B. Tech 

programmes in 11 native languages in tune with the New Education Policy (NEP), is a momentous one. This 

monumental move opens the door to a whole world of opportunities — to students of B.Tech courses, in Hindi, 

Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, Kannada, Gujarati, Malayalam, Bengali, Assamese, Punjabi and Odia. 

 The Prime Minister, Narendra Modi, in his address marking the first anniversary of the National Education 

Policy (NEP), hailed the move and pointed out that the NEP’s emphasis on the mother tongue as the medium of 

instruction will instil confidence in students from poor, rural and tribal backgrounds. Importantly, he added that 

even in elementary education, the mother tongue is being promoted and referred to one of the key drivers in this 

regard — the Vidya Pravesh programme launched on the occasion. 

 These remarkable steps should be welcomed and scaled up over the next few years to ensure that the 

dreams of millions of students seeking to pursue professional courses in their mother tongue are realised. 

 Interestingly, in a survey conducted by the AICTE in February this year, of over 83,000 students, nearly 

44% students voted in favour of studying engineering in their mother tongue, underscoring a critical need in 

technical education. 

 The progressive and visionary NEP 2020 champions education in one’s mother tongue right from the 

primary school level — improving the learning outcomes of the child and the development of his/her cognitive 

faculties hinge upon this. 

 Multiple studies have proved that children who learn in their mother tongue in their early, formative 

years perform better than those taught in an alien language. UNESCO and other organisations have been laying 

emphasis on the fact that learning in the mother tongue is germane to building self-esteem and self-identity, as 

also the overall development of the child. Unfortunately, some educators and parents still accord unquestioned 

primacy to English, and resultantly, the child’s mother tongue ends up as their ‘second/third language’ in schools. 

 

There are bubbles now 

 It would be pertinent to recall the words of the great Indian physicist and Nobel Laureate, Sir C.V. Raman, 

who, demonstrating exemplary vision, observed, “We must teach science in our mother tongue. Otherwise science 

will become a highbrow activity. It will not be an activity in which all people can participate...” While our 

educational system has seen phenomenal growth to the extent that it offers courses of international repute in 

engineering, medicine, law and the humanities, we have, paradoxically, excluded our own people from accessing 

it. Over the years, we have ended up building academic roadblocks, impeding the progress of the vast majority of 

our students and remained content with creating a small bubble of English-medium universities and colleges, while 

our own languages languish when it comes to technical and professional courses. 

 

Global practices 

 A cursory look at the global best practices in the medium of instruction at the level of higher education 

should inform us more on where we stand. Among the G20, most countries have state-of-the-art universities, with 

teaching being imparted in the dominant language of their people. 

 Take the Asian nations among them, for instance. In South Korea, nearly 70% of the universities teach in 

Korean, even as they aspire to play a role on the international stage. In a unique move, with the increasing craze 

for learning English among parents, the South Korean government, in 2018, banned the teaching of English prior to 

third grade in schools, since it appeared to slow pupils’ proficiency in Korean. 

 Similarly, in Japan, a majority of university programmes are taught in Japanese; in China too, universities 

use Mandarin as the medium of instruction. In Europe, France and Germany offer us great insights into how 

nations protect their languages. France went to the extent of having a strict ‘French-only’ policy as the medium of 
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instruction in schools. In Germany, while the language of instruction in schools is predominantly German, even in 

tertiary education, more than 80% of all masters’ programmes are taught in German. 

 Canada showcases a sound approach to education, revealing a picture of a country with linguistic 

diversity. While English is the dominant medium of instruction in most provinces, in Quebec, a province with a 

majority French-speaking population, French is the medium of instruction in primary and secondary education in 

many schools, as also a number of universities. 

 In this global context, it is ironic that India has an overwhelming majority of professional courses being 

taught in English. In science, engineering, medicine and law, the situation is even bleaker, with native language 

courses being practically non-existent. Fortunately, we are now beginning to find our voice in our own languages. 

 How do we improve this grim situation? The NEP outlines the road map, demonstrating to us the means 

to protect our languages while improving the access and quality of our education. We must begin with imparting 

primary education (at least until Class 5) in the student’s mother tongue, gradually scaling it up. For professional 

courses, while the initiative of the 14 engineering colleges is commendable, we need more such efforts all across 

the country. Private universities must join hands and offer a few bilingual courses to begin with. 

 One of the biggest bottlenecks for more students to take up higher education in the native languages is 

the lack of high-quality textbooks, especially in technical courses, and this needs to be addressed urgently. 

 

Build on these initiatives 

 In the digital age, technology can be suitably leveraged to increase accessibility of these Indian language 

courses to students in remote areas. Content in the digital learning ecosystem, still a nascent domain in our 

country, is greatly skewed towards English which excludes the vast majority of our children, and this has to be 

corrected. 

 A welcome development in this regard is the collaboration between the AICTE and IIT Madras to translate 

SWAYAM’s courses in eight regional languages such as Tamil, Hindi, Telugu, Kannada, Bengali, Marathi, Malayalam 

and Gujarati. This will be a major boost for engineering students and help them transition more smoothly to an 

English-dominated curriculum in later years. We need more such tech-led initiatives to really democratise higher 

education. 

 

Not exclusivist 

 Laying the stress on instruction in the mother tongue is not exclusivist in nature — as I often say, one 

should learn as many languages as possible, but what is required is a strong foundation in the mother tongue. In 

other words, what I am advocating is not a ‘Mother tongue versus English’, but a ‘Mother tongue plus English’ 
approach. In today’s increasingly interconnected world, proficiency in different languages opens new vistas to a 

wider world. 

 Together, we must work to remove the sense of inferiority some of us display when it comes to speaking 

in our own languages. In the end, we must remember that if we neglect a language, not only do we lose a priceless 

body of knowledge but also risk depriving future generations of their cultural roots and precious social and 

linguistic heritage. 

 I hope more institutions will be encouraged and inspired in the coming years to offer courses in regional 

languages. India is a land of immeasurable talent. We must unlock the full potential of our youth, without letting 

their seeming inability to speak a foreign language impede their progress. It is against this backdrop that the 

decision of the 14 engineering colleges across eight States to offer courses in regional languages needs to be seen 

and appreciated. 

 

 roadblock (noun) – barrier, hindrance, obstruction. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 

 pursue (verb) – work towards, try for, seek, search 

for, strive for.  

 revolutionary (adjective) – new, novel, creative, 

innovative, ingenious. 

 mark (verb) – indicate, signify, represent, denote. 

 show the way (phrase) – guide, lead, steer. 

 landscape (noun) – the distinctive features of a 

field of activity. 

 All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE) 

(noun) – It was set up in November 1945 as a 

national-level apex advisory body to conduct a 

survey on the facilities available for technical 

education and to promote development in the 

country in a coordinated and integrated manner. 
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 parallel (phrase) – similar, comparable, related. 

 in tune with (phrase) – in agreement, in accord, in 

keeping, in accordance. 

 National Education Policy (NEP) (noun) – The 

National Education Policy, 2020 proposes the 

revision and revamping of all aspects of the 

education structure, including its regulation and 

governance, to create a new system that is aligned 

with the aspirational goals of 21st century 

education, including Sustainable Development Goal 

4 (SDG4), while building upon India’s traditions and 

value systems.   

 momentous (adjective) – significant, important, 

historic, crucial/critical. 

 monumental (adjective) – huge, terrible, dreadful, 

awful, colossal.  

 open the door (phrase) – provide someone 

opportunities (for success). 

 address (noun) – talk, speech, discourse. 

 hail (verb) – praise, applaud, commend, speak 

highly of. 

 point out (phrasal verb) – identify, mention, 

indicate, draw attention to. 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; 

priority, insistence. 

 instil (verb) – introduce, inspire, implant, inculcate. 

 driver (noun) – motivating force/factor. 

 in this regard (phrase) – in connection with the 

aspect/consideration/point referred to earlier. 

 Vidya Pravesh programme/scheme (noun) – It is a 

three-month play-based school preparation module 

for Grade1 students. It will prepare young students 

for school and help them learn basics like numbers, 

colours and alphabets. 

 scale up (phrasal verb) – increase, expand, 

augment; step up.  

 in favour of (phrase) – in support of, to the 

advantage of, approve of. 

 underscore (verb) – underline, emphasize, 

highlight. 

 progressive (adjective) – forward-looking, forward-

thinking; reforming, revolutionary.  

 visionary (adjective) – inspired, imaginative, 

creative, inventive, insightful. 

 champion (verb) – advocate, promote, uphold, 

support. 

 cognitive (adjective) – mental, emotional, 

intellectual, rational. 

 faculty (noun) – power, capability, capacity, ability, 

potential. 

 hinge upon (verb) – depend on, be based, be 

dependent. 

 formative (adjective) – developmental, developing, 

growing. 

 alien (adjective) – foreign, non-native. 

 The United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization (UNESCO) (noun) – UNESCO 

is the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 

Cultural Organization. It seeks to build peace 

through international cooperation in Education, the 

Sciences and Culture. UNESCO’s programmes 

contribute to the achievement of the Sustainable 

Development Goals defined in Agenda 2030, 

adopted by the UN General Assembly in 2015. 

 lay emphasis on (phrase) – to emphasize the 

importance of something. 

 germane (adjective) – relevant, pertinent, 

applicable. 

 self-esteem (noun) – self-respect, self-regard, 

dignity. 

 self-identity (noun) – dignity, honour, self-respect. 

 accord (verb) – give, grant, present. 

 unquestioned (adjective) – unchallenged, 

undisputed, undoubted, unequivocal. 

 primacy (noun) – importance, priority, preference. 

 end up (phrasal verb) – come/appear, find oneself 

(to a particular course of action in the end). 

 bubble (noun) – a restricted group of something. 

 pertinent (adjective) – relevant, appropriate, 

applicable. 

 recall (verb) – remember, recollect, call to mind, 

think of. 

 laureate (noun) – a person who is honoured with 

an award for outstanding achievement. 

 exemplary (adjective) – perfect, ideal, flawless, 

impeccable, consummate. 

 highbrow (adjective) – intellectual, scholarly, 

cultured, sophisticated, academic, educated, well 

informed, erudite, learned. 

 phenomenal (adjective) – exceptional, 

extraordinary, remarkable. 

 repute (noun) – fame, renown, distinction, high 

standing, stature, eminence. 

 humanities (noun) – arts, literature. 

 paradoxically (adverb) – contradictorily, 

inconsistently, incongruously. 

 impede (verb) – hinder, obstruct, hamper, disrupt. 

 content (with) (verb) – be satisfied, satisfy oneself. 

 languish (verb) – suffer, experience hardship; be 

abandoned, be neglected, be forgotten. 

 cursory (adjective) – casual, brief. 

 look at (verb) – inspect, scrutinize, analyse, review. 

 impart (verb) – communicate, pass on, convey, 

transmit; give, provide. 

http://www.vanik.org/


 

4 

DAILY VOCAB DIGESTIVE (26
th

-AUGUST-2021) 

 Plot-1441, Opp. IOCL Petrol Pump, CRP Square, Bhubaneswar-751015 

Ph. :8093556677, 9040456677, Web :www.vanik.org, E-mail : vanikbbsr@gmail.com 
 

 

 state-of-the-art (adjective) – modern, 

advanced/highly developed, sophisticated. 

 dominant (adjective) – main, primary, most 

important. 

 for instance (phrase) – as an example. 

 play a part/role (phrase) – contribute to, be 

instrumental in, be a factor in. 

 proficiency (noun) – skill, expertise, ability, 

capability. 

 Mandarin (noun) – the official standard language of 

China. 

 insight (noun) – understanding, appreciation, 

revelation. 

 predominantly (adverb) – mainly, mostly. 

 tertiary education (noun) – It, is referred to as 

third-level, third-stage or post-secondary 

education, is the educational level following the 

completion of secondary education. 

 showcase (verb) – display, exhibit, unveil. 

 sound (noun) – valid, reasonable, logical. 

 reveal (verb) – show, display, exhibit. 

 picture (noun) – situation, condition, 

circumstances. 

 linguistic (adjective) – relating to language; lingual. 

 diversity (noun) – the state/condition of having 

many different types of something; variety, 

variation, difference, range. 

 province (noun) – territory, region, state (of a 

country). 

 context (noun) – circumstances, conditions, 

situation. 

 ironic (adjective) – strange, unexpected, odd, 

paradoxical. 

 overwhelming (adjective) – very large, huge, 

formidable. 

 bleaker comparative adjective of bleak (adjective) 

– unpromising, unfavourable, disadvantageous. 

 non-existent (adjective) – missing, absent; 

imaginary, unreal. 

 voice (noun) – opinion, view, wish, desire. 

 grim (adjective) – distressing, upsetting, worrying, 

unpleasant, dismal/awful. 

 outline (verb) – indicate, define, summarize. 

 road map (noun) – plan/strategy to do something 

successfully. 

 means (noun) – way, method, mode. 

 commendable (adjective) – admirable, 

praiseworthy, laudable. 

 join hands (phrase) – work together with. 

 bilingual (adjective) – having/using two languages. 

 to begin with (phrase) – at first, at the outset, at 

the beginning. 

 bottleneck (noun) – a condition which appears as 

not solvable and so delays the process; setback, 

problem, issue, snag, difficulty. 

 take up (phrasal verb) – engage in, participate in, 

take part in, practise, follow. 

 lack of (noun) – absence, deficiency, scarcity, 

unavailability. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try to 

sort out. 

 build on (phrasal verb) – develop, enhance, expand 

on. 

 leverage (verb) – use, make use of, utilize (to 

maximum gain). 

 ecosystem (noun) – complex 

situation/environment. 

 nascent (adjective) – just beginning, developing, 

emerging, rising, burgeoning. 

 domain (noun) – an area of activity; a field of 

activity; sphere, realm. 

 skew (verb) – distort, change, alter. 

 SWAYAM (noun) – a Sanskrit acronym that stands 

for “Study Webs of Active-Learning for Young 

Aspiring Minds” is an Indian MOOC (Massive Open 

Online Course) platform. 

 curriculum (noun) – syllabus, course of studies, 

subjects. (curricula is the plural form of the 

curriculum). 

 exclusivist (noun) – the doctrine/belief that only 

one particular belief or system is true. 

 lay/put stress on (phrase) – emphasis, to give 

importance to; to give attention to. 

 advocate (verb) – recommend, prescribe, advise, 

support, uphold, subscribe to, champion. 

 vista (noun) – view, prospect, aspect, perspective. 

 inferiority (noun) – lowliness, inferior status, 

inferior position, secondary status, subordination. 

 deprive of (verb) – dispossess, strip of, deny, 

prevent from having. 

 root (noun) – source, origin, reason. 

 heritage (noun) – tradition, history, background, 

culture. 

 unlock (verb) – free (from restrictions); undo. 

 seeming (adjective) – apparent, outward; 

pretended, supposed, alleged, purported, 

ostensible. 

 backdrop (noun) – situation, scenario, context. 
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